
 

Hermit crabs are complex animals who can live over 30 years in their wild natural 
habitat, the tropical seashore. As social beings, they thrive in large colonies, where they often sleep 
piled up together. They enjoy climbing, foraging, and exploring and have even been discovered to 
collaborate in teams to find food. When injured, the sensitive hermit crabs will rub and nurse at a 
wound. 
 

Every single hermit crab sold in souvenir shops – thousands upon 

thousands every year – has been caught from the wild, as these animals do not breed in captivity. 
After purchase, most do not live for more than a few months to a year. They spend their short captive 
lives in tiny, barren, arid cages, usually slowly perishing from suffocation because their modified gills 
require high humidity to breathe. These crabs also need deep substrate to molt and grow; without it, 
their bodies will halt the molting process until their death. Many are slowly poisoned by chlorinated 
tap water and the toxic paint adorning their shells. Hermit crabs don’t care if they’re pink or purple, 
but they pay with their lives because we do. 
 

The hermit crab trade also consumes thousands of shells collected from the 
ocean every year, depriving wild hermit crabs of homes that are in short supply and contributing to 
what has been called the “hermit crab housing crisis.” 
 

We pledge to protect hermit crabs by keeping them where they 
belong – in the wild. Our business will not sell hermit crabs. 
 
 

Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Name: ________________________________ Position: ________________________________ 
 
 
Company:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Phone: ________________________________ E-mail: _________________________________ 
 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

www.PlightoftheHermies.org  
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